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Focus On Census 2011 

Census 2011 shows increase in non-Irish nationals residing in Ireland 

In 2011 non-Irish nationals made up 11.9% of the population in Ireland. The number of non-Irish nationals 
living in Ireland increased by 124,624 (29.7%) to 544,347 between 2006 and 2011. 

Net immigration has contributed to population growth with a large inward migration from both Irish 
nationals returning home (19,593 in the year to April 2011) and non-Irish nationals arriving in Ireland 
(33,674 in the year to April 2011). 

Some key findings:- 

• The number of Irish residents born outside Ireland increased by 25% to 766,770 

• Polish nationals were the largest (122,585 or 2.7%) non-Irish group residing in Ireland, with UK 
nationals accounting for the second largest group (122,259 or 2.5%) 

• The fastest growing non-Irish nationalities were Romanian (up 110%); Indian (up 91%), Polish (up 
83%), Latvian (up 43%) and Lithuanian (up 40%) 

For more information see http://www.cso.ie/en/census/ 
 

  

Policy and Law Update 

Immigrant Investor Programme and Start-up Entrepreneur Scheme announced 
Minister for Justice and Equality, Alan Shatter, formally announced two new immigration programmes 
in March 2012. Applications for the Immigrant Investor Programme and the Start-up Entrepreneur 
Programme commenced on 16 April 2012. Read more 

Extension of Short-Stay Visa Waiver Programme and wavier for holders of Olympic Accreditation 
Minister for Justice and Equality, Alan Shatter, announced the extension of the Irish Short-stay Visa 
Waiver Programme for a further 4 years as well as a visa waiver for holders of Olympic accreditation 
documents. Read more 

 

http://www.emn.ie/mailerlink.jsp?UID=B8BC6A69-8964-4EC3-9A66-74BC43E815E5&m=20&dest=http://www.cso.ie/en/census/
http://emn.ie/index.jsp?a=211&n=216&p=105
http://emn.ie/index.jsp?p=105&n=216&a=223


New EU Immigration Portal provides information on immigration procedures and policies 
The EU Immigration Portal aims to provide up-to-date, practical information, on national and European 
immigration procedures and policies, to potential migrants to the EU. The Portal also provides information 
for migrants who are already living in the EU and would like to move from one Member State to another. 
Read more 
 

  

Publications and Research 

Practical Measures for Reducing Irregular Migration: Ireland 

This study investigates practical measures for reducing irregular migration in 
Ireland. Irish policy towards irregular migration is influenced by the State’s 
geographical position, by the Common Travel Area (CTA) and by the fact that the 
State is an island with one land border between the Republic of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland. During 2010 some 56 per cent of overseas visits to Ireland by 
non-residents originated from within the CTA. Read more 

 

Annual Report on Migration and International Protection Statistics for 
Ireland: 2009 

This report provides an analysis of statistics relating to migration and international 
protection in Ireland. It describes statistical trends on migration, international 
protection, refusals, apprehensions, residence permits and returns for the year 
2009 based on Eurostat data. Read more  

European Migration Network Asylum and Migration Glossary 2.0  

An updated and revised edition of the multilingual EMN Asylum and Migration 
Glossary comprising over 300 comparable terms and definitions relating to asylum 
and migration is now available. The Glossary is used to facilitate a common 
understanding and to improve comparability of information. Read more 

View more publications  

  

  

News and Events 

News 

• Study on active inclusion of migrants assesses main trends in the situation of migrants with 
regard to social assistance, inclusion in the labour market and access to social services 
across the EU. The study commissioned by the European Commission looks at welfare use in 
2007 across a large number of EU Member States and includes 12 EU country case studies. It 
examines the take-up rates for migrants in comparison with Member State natives. The report was 
prepared by the Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA) and The Economic and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI). Read more  

• Eurostat release on asylum applicants and first instance decisions on asylum applications 
for second quarter 2011. Asylum applicants in EU27 increased by nearly 25% in the second 
quarter of 2011 compared to the same quarter of 2010. Read more 

• European Commission Communication: Towards a job-rich recovery outlines new measures and 
identifies key opportunities for EU job-rich recovery, including some aspects of economic 
migration (COM (2012) 173) 

http://emn.ie/index.jsp?p=105&n=216&a=204
http://emn.ie/cat_publication_detail.jsp?clog=1&itemID=381&item_name=&t=6
http://emn.ie/cat_publication_detail.jsp?clog=1&itemID=382&t=6
http://emn.ie/cat_publication_detail.jsp?clog=1&itemID=370&item_name=&t=8
http://emn.ie/emn-publications
http://emn.ie/cat_publication_detail.jsp?clog=1&itemID=380&item_name=&t=8
http://emn.ie/index.jsp?p=105&n=216&a=221
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/380&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://emn.ie/cat_publication_detail.jsp?clog=1&itemID=381&item_name=&t=6
http://emn.ie/cat_publication_detail.jsp?clog=1&itemID=382&t=6
http://emn.ie/cat_publication_detail.jsp?clog=1&itemID=370&item_name=&t=8


• European Commission Communication: The External Dimension of EU Social Security 
Coordination aims to boost social security rights for people migrating to and from the 
European Union (COM (2012) 153) 

• European Commission 2011 Report on the Application of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights 
reviews progress in ensuring the effective implementation of the Charter and highlights important 
developments in 2011 (COM (2012) 169) 

• European Court of Justice judgment C-83/12 that a Member State may impose criminal 
penalties for aiding illegal immigration when the persons who have infiltrated Union territory, 
nationals of non-member countries, hold visas fraudulently obtained but not yet annulled 

• European Court of Justice opinion C-71/11 and C-99/11 on a serious infringement of the 
freedom of religion may constitute an ‘act of persecution’ where the asylum seeker, by exercising 
that freedom or as a result of infringing the restrictions placed on the exercise of that 
freedom, runs a real risk of being deprived of his most fundamental rights  

• European Court of Justice opinion C-348/09 on expulsion of a Union citizen who has lived more 
than ten years in the host Member State can be subject to an expulsion process where his 
criminal conduct endangers public security  

• The European Court of Justice judgment C-611/10 and C-612/10 rules that EU law does not 
prevent a Member State from granting child benefits to posted or seasonal workers 

• The European Court of Justice judgment C-542/09 on the Netherlands rules that limiting funding 
for studying abroad to students who have resided in the Netherlands for three out of the last 
six years is contrary to EU law on the freedom of movement of workers 

• Follow European Commission DG Home Affairs on twitter   

Courses and Summer Schools at European level 

• European Institute of Public Administration course: Improving Member States Asylum Systems and 
Defining Good Practices, Valetta, Malta, 11-12 June 2012 

• Migration Policy Centre VIII Migration Summer School: Social Movements, Systemic Change and 
Migration, European University Institute, Florence, Italy, 25 June - 6 July 2012 

• Odysseus Summer School: European Union Law and Policy on Immigration and Asylum, Universite 
Libre de Bruxelles, Brussels, Belgium, 2-13 July 2012 

• ILO Labour Migration Academy: Facilitating Good Governance, Enhancing Protection and 
Promoting Development, Turin, Italy, 2-13 July 2012 
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EMN Ireland is co-funded by the European Union (Directorate General for Home Affairs) and the 

Department of Justice and Equality. 
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