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Fundamental Rights Protections
Legal Remedies and Safeguards

About Nasc
• Nasc is the Irish word for ‘link’
• Nasc ‘links’ migrants with their rights
and to the Cork Community
• Nasc was established in 2000
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• Advocacy Service 1,200 people
annually
• Gateway to Integration
•
•
•
•

Connect Migrant Youth Project
Community Sponsorship
Integration and Social Inclusion
“Immigration Detention and Boarder
Control in Ireland” 2018
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Issues of
Concern to
Nasc

• Detention is not the norm in the Irish context
• 477 people were committed to prison in 2019
for immigration related offences
• 245 in 2020
• Refusals of Leave to Land steadily rising
• 2019 - 7455
• 2020 – 2790
• 2021 – 2333 (Irish Times)
• Increase in refusals for people from conflict
zones
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Fundamental Rights - Places of Detention –
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“ immigration detention must not be punitive in character: it is not a
sanction or a punishment. There fore Immigration detainees should be
afforded both a regime and material conditions appropriate to their
legal situation” (CTP 2017)
Prisons are “by definition not a suitable place in which to detain
someone who is neither suspected or convicted of a criminal offense”
(CPT 2020, 2015)
Ireland is one of three EU countries yet to ratify the Optional Protocol to
the Convention
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The Gaps Between Principals and
Practice
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Access to Legal Representation
Legal Remedies
Access to Medical Assistance and Healthcare
Access to Information and The Right to be Informed
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“Twelve days in an Irish prison: ‘The most
stressful period of my life’
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Some 500 people were sent to prison last year after being refused ‘leave to land’ in
Ireland
Irish Times 05/12/2020

“My sister was deprived of contact with her
family or information as to why she’d been
detained. They were breaking international
human rights obligations”

“the rights accorded to certain categories of people held for immigration-related reasons fall short
of international human rights standards. These rights include the right to inform a third party of
one’s detention; to have access to a lawyer and a doctor; the right to appeal against the legality of
the detention; and the right to information about rights in a language understood by the detainees.
While these rights exist for detained asylum seekers and for those held on remand for immigrationrelated offences, they do not exist for those refused permission to land and who are held pending
their return, or for those held pending deportation, who only have the formal right to appeal the
legality of their detention. As they do not have the right to information about their rights in a
language they understand, or access to legal advice, the report questions the practical usefulness of
the formal right to appeal”. Carol Coulter Irish Times 2005

www.nascireland.org

